
05/04/17	  

1	  

 
 
Working Effectively with PhD Supervisors  
(and other staff) 
 
ESRC IAA Impact Workshop: 
Towards maximising international PhD students’ experience 

Professor	  Robert	  MacIntosh	  &	  

Professor	  Kevin	  O’Gorman	  

School	  of	  Social	  Sciences	  

Introduction 

•  Universities are exceptionally complex social 
structures  

•  Our Question: “how best to effect induction into 
the unspoken culture of HE” 

•  For Example: Top 10 Hints for How to Manage 
Your Supervisor 

•  Career Development Advice 
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PhD	  Student	  

Supervisors	  

Head	  of	  
School	  /	  

Faculty	  etc.	  

Director	  of	  
Programmes	  

Professional	  
Bodies	  

Registry	  	  

Peer	  Group	  

Initial Attempts …  



05/04/17	  

3	  

Refinements …  

and finally …  
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Formal vs. Informal Advice 
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Q.  What do you wish you’d been 
 told as you embarked on an 
 career in academia ?  
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QuesOons	  ?	  
	  
@rob_macintosh	  
@KDOGorman	  
	  
	  


