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Profile 

Prof Tran Cong Phong has held many high managerial positions from a well-known university 

to educational management institutions. He worked as President of National Education Union 

of Vietnam with approximately 1.5 million members. In this position, he had close relationships 

with the Party, National Assembly, Government officers, and educational policy-makers at the 

national level (Ministry of Education and Training) and at the local levels. He led many large-

scale national programs/projects on developing and reforming educational policies. At VNIES, 

he has led key programmes aimed at radical and comprehensive educational reforms such as 

the mid-term review of Vietnam's Educational Development Strategic Plan (2011–2020), the 

secondary education curriculum and textbook reform programme and the proposal on 

organizational restructure and operational renovation of VNIES. 

 
Education 
1999: PhD in Theoretical Physics – Mathematical Physics, College of Natural Science (Hanoi 

National University of Education) 
1983: MA Physics Teacher Education, Vinh Teacher Training University 
1981: BA Physics Teacher Education, Vinh Teacher Training University. 
 
Professional Experience 
2014-...: General Director of Vietnam Institute of Educational Sciences 
2014-…: Secretary of VNIES’s Party Committee 
2010-…: Member of MOET’s Party Committee 
2010-2014: Member of President Committee of Vietnam General Confederation of Labor 
2009-2014: President of National Education Union of Vietnam 
2008-2009: Member of the Standing Committee of National Education Union of Vietnam 
2007-2009: Vice Rector of Hue Teacher Training University 
2007:  Academic Exchange in USA 
 
Selected projects 

Project Title  Role Client Main project features and activities performed. 

A Mid-term 
Review of 
Vietnam 
Education 
Development 
Strategic Plan 
(2011-2020), 
VNIES 

Head of 
the 
Steering 
Committ
ee 

MOET, 
UNESCO 
and GPE 

Major responsibility: Organizing, managing, and being 
responsible for overall activities of this mid-term 
strategy review of VNIES. 

Specific tasks: Organizing, directing the assessment of 
the strategy, establishing and assigning tasks to the 
taskforces; Directing the coordination between the 
concerned sectors and international organizations 
regarding the strategy review; Directing the field study 
in three provinces subject to the strategy review; 
Directing writing and finalizing of the EDSP Review 
Report and developing the orientations and adjustments 



of the Strategy for the period of 2016-2020; Managing 
and monitoring the implementation of the Educational 
Development Strategic Plan (2016-2020). 

Development of 
Proposal about 
Reform and 
Improvement in 
Quality of 
Vocational 
Training (2015-
2020), MOET 

Head of 
the 
proposal 
develop
ment 
committ
ee 

Education
al sector 

Major responsibility: Organizing, managing and being 
responsible for the development of the proposal. 

Specific tasks: Directing the establishment of the 
proposal preparation taskforce; Directing the 
coordination between the concerned sectors related to 
the development of the proposal; Organizing and 
directing the implementation and monitoring the 
development of the proposal; directing the organization 
of consultation workshops for the proposal; Leading the 
finalization and submission of the proposal to MOET. 

Managing the 
activities of 
National 
Education 
Union of 
Vietnam 

Preside
nt of 
National 
Educatio
n Union 
of 
Vietnam 

Education
al Sector 

Major responsibility: Organizing, managing and being 
responsible for overall activities of Vietnam National 
Education Union. 

Specific tasks: Directing the activities of Teacher Union 
at different levels, protecting the rights and legitimate 
benefits of educators in the educational sector (around 
1.5 million members); Managing and monitoring the 
activities of the educational sector; engaging in 
developing policy and mechanism of the sector; 
commenting, adjusting, adding and revising the sector 
policies and mechanism; Organizing the policy 
advocacies within the sector, the implementation of 
incentives and benefits policies for educational officers, 
recognizing the contributions of the educational officers 
and administrators, promoting the financial socialization 
in the educational sector. 

Education for 
children 

Head of 
the 
Steering 
Committ
ee 

National 
Cooperati
on 
Program 
between 
Vietnam 
& 
UNICEF 

Major responsibility: Organizing, managing and being 
responsible for overall activities of the project of VNIES 

Specific tasks: Leading the improvement in the quality 
of pre-school education; Promoting policy advocacy 
about the minority education (mother-tongue based 
bilingual education and primary education); Directing 
the development, revision and implementation of the 
policies of Government and concerned ministries 
related to equity in education for disadvantaged 
children, provision of inclusive education for disabled 
children at preschool level and secondary education 
level; Directing the research on reforming curriculum 
and textbooks. 
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Professional Associations and National Programs 

- Member of the Executive Committee of Educational-Psychology Association of 
Vietnam; 

- Member of the Standing Committee of Physics Association of Vietnam; 
- Member of the Standing Committee of National Education Union of Vietnam; 
- Deputy Chairman of Professional and University Sports Association of Vietnam;  
- Deputy Chairman of Student Sports Association of Vietnam;  
- Member of the Steering Committee of National Programs of Ministry of Education and 

Training (some selected programmes):  
o Head of the Steering Committee of Vietnam-Laos Projects (2014-2020), 

Vietnam Institute of Educational Sciences (VNIES).  
o Head of the Steering Committee of A Mid-term Review of Educational 

Development Strategic Plan (2011-2020) (EDSP), VNIES.  
o Head of the Development Committee of Vocational Training Improvement and 

Reform Proposal (2015-2020), Ministry of Education and Training (MOET). 
 

Member of Journals and Conferences 
- Editor of Educational Science Journal of Vietnam. 
- Chair/co-chair of International and National Conferences organized in Viet  Nam and 

in ASEAN countries. 
 
International Working Experience 

- Apprenticeship in WARSAV National University (Poland): 03 years 
- Postdoctoral fellowship in Ewha Womans University (South Korea): 01 year. 
- In-service training of advanced curriculum development and teaching apprenticeship 

in English at University of Virginia (USA): 3 months. 
- On-job-training courses in UK and China. 

Participant of international conferences in USA, Germany, Poland, Russia, South Korea, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, the Philippines, etc.  
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