
Current  F i re Ext inguisher Colour  Codes (UK) 
Fi re  ex t ingu ishers  meet ing  BS EN3 are  manufac tu red  w i th  a  red  body  and have  a  band o f  a  second co lour 
cover ing  be tween 5-10% o f  the  sur face  re la t ing  to  the  ex t ingu isher ’s  con ten ts .  Each  d i f fe ren t  t ype  o f  ex t ingu isher  agent 
has  a  cor respond ing  co lour  mak ing  iden t i f i ca t ion  eas ie r  fo r  the  user.

DO NOT HOLD THE 
HORN WHEN 
OPERATING

Use on:  wood, 
paper,  tex t i les ,  l i qu id 
and  e lec t r i ca l  f i res .

Powder

Use on: wood, 
paper,  tex t i les  and 
l iqu id  f i res .

Foam

Use on: l i qu id  and 
e lec t r i ca l  f i res .

CO2

Use on: wood,  pa-
per,  tex t i les  and  so l id 
mater ia l  f i res

Water

Use on: wood, 
paper,  tex t i les  and 
cook ing  med ia  f i res

Wet Chemical

Don’t  use on: 
cook ing  med ia  and 
meta l  f i res .

Don’t use on: 
f l ammable  gases , 
e lec t r i ca l ,  and 
cook ing  med ia  f i res .

Don’t use on: 
wood,  paper,  tex t i les , 
f lammable  gases  and 
cook ing  med ia  f i res .

Don’t use on: 
l i qu id ,  f lammable 
gases ,  e lec t r i ca l  and 
cook ing  med ia  f i res .

Don’t use on: 
l i qu id  f i res  and  f i res 
invo lv ing  f lammable 
gases .

DO NOT HOLD THE 
HORN WHEN 
OPERATING

Previous Fire Ext inguisher Colour  Codes (UK) 
Wet  chemica l  f i re 
ex t ingu isher  have  no 
p rev ious  co lour  code

Th is  gu ide  was  c rea ted  by  Safe l incs  in  con junc t ion  w i th  the 
Un ivers i t y  o f  G lasgow and is  used w i th  Safe l incs ’ permiss ion .  
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Class Icon Name of Class Type of Fire / Fuel Involved

Class A Fires
Freely Burning Materials

i.e.:  Wood, Paper, Straw, Textiles, Coal etc.

Class B Fires
Flammable Liquids

i.e.:  Petrol, Diesel, Oils, Paraffin etc. 

Class C Fires
Flammable Gases

i.e.:  Methane, Propane, Hydrogen, Natural Gas etc.

Class D Fires
Flammable Metals

i.e.:  Magnesium, Aluminium, Lithium etc.

Class F Fires
Combustible Cooking Media

i.e.:  Cooking Oil, Fats, Grease etc.

Electrical Fires
Electrical Appliances

i.e.:  Computers, Stereos, Fuse boxes etc.

Fire Ext inguisher Classes
Fi res  a re  iden t i f ied  us ing  a  c lass i f i ca t ion  sys tem.  Each c lass  iden t i f ies  the  type  o f  fue l  invo lved  and a l lows appropr ia te  f i re 
ex t ingu isher  med ia  to  be  iden t i f ied .

1 .  Be fo re  a t tempt ing  to  f igh t  a  f i re  w i th  a  f i re  ex t ingu isher  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  check  tha t  i t  i s  fu l l y  charged (Fig.  1)  and 
tha t  the  sa fe ty  p in  i s  no t  ben t  (Fig.  2)

2.  Ensure  you  remain  a  sa fe  d is tance  f rom the  f i re  and  remove the  sa fe ty  p in  (Fig.3)  th is  w i l l  b reak  the  tamper  sea l
3 .  Where  to  a im the  f i re  ex t ingu isher  hose : 

Fires spreading horizontally: Aim the  hose  a t  the  base  o f  the  f i re ,  mov ing  the  je t  ac ross  the  a rea  o f  the  f i re
Fire spreading vertically: Aim the  hose  a t  the  base  o f  the  f i re ,  s low ly  mov ing  the  je t  upwards  fo l low ing  the 
d i rec t ion  o f  the  f i re

-
-

4 .  Squeeze the  lever  s low ly  to  beg in  d ischarg ing  the  ex t ingu isher,  as  the  f i re  s ta r ts  to  d im in ish  care fu l l y  move c loser  to  i t
5 .  Ensure  a l l  the  f i re  has  been ex t ingu ished,  t ry  to  focus  on  any  ho t  spo ts  tha t  may  re - ign i te 

How to use Water F i re Ext inguishers

Fig .  1 F ig .  2 F ig .  3 
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1.  Be fore  a t tempt ing  to  f igh t  a  f i re  w i th  a  f i re  ex t ingu isher  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  check  tha t  i t  i s  fu l l y  charged (Fig.  1)  and 
tha t  the  sa fe ty  p in  i s  no t  ben t  (Fig.  2)

2.  Ensure  you  remain  a  sa fe  d is tance  f rom the  f i re  and  remove the  sa fe ty  p in  (Fig.3)  th is  w i l l  b reak  the  tamper  sea l
3 .  Where  to  a im the  f i re  ex t ingu isher  hose : 

Solid Materials: Aim the  hose  a t  the  base  o f  the  f lames,  mov ing  across  the  a rea  o f  the  f i re
Spil led l iquids:  A im the  hose  a t  the  near  edge o f  the  f i re  and  w i th  a  rap id  sweep ing  mot ion ,  d r i ve  the  f i re  towards 
the  fa r  edge un t i l  a l l  the  f lames have  been ex t ingu ished

Flowing l iquid:  D i rec t  the  hose  a t  the  base  o f  the  f i re  and  sweep upwards  un t i l  the  f lames have  been ex t ingu ished

Electrical equipment:  Swi tch  o f f  the  power  ( i f  sa fe  to  do  so)  and  then  d i rec t  the  hose  s t ra igh t  a t  the  f i re

-
-

-

-

4 .  Squeeze the  lever  s low ly  to  beg in  d ischarg ing  the  ex t ingu isher,  as  the  f i re  s ta r ts  to  d im in ish  care fu l l y  move c loser  to  i t
5 .  Ensure  a l l  the  f i re  has  been ex t ingu ished,  re - ign i t ion  can  be  poss ib le  when a  powder  f i re  ex t ingu isher  has  been used 

How to use ABC Powder Fire Ext inguishers

Fig .  1 F ig .  2 F ig .  3 
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1 .  Be fo re  a t tempt ing  to  f igh t  a  f i re  w i th  a  f i re  ex t ingu isher  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  check  tha t  i t  i s  fu l l y  charged (Fig.  1)  and 
tha t  the  sa fe ty  p in  i s  no t  ben t  (Fig.  2)

2.  Ensure  you  remain  a  sa fe  d is tance  f rom the  f i re  and  remove the  sa fe ty  p in  (Fig.3)  th is  w i l l  b reak  the  tamper  sea l
3 .  Where  to  a im the  f i re  ex t ingu isher  hose : 

Flammable l iquids: Aim the  hose  a t  a  ver t i ca l  sur face  near  the  f i re ,  do  no t  spray  d i rec t l y  a t  the  f i re  as  th is 
cou ld  cause  the  f i re  to  be  pushed and spread to  sur round ing  a reas .  Foam ex t ingu ishers  a l low a  bu i ld  up  o f  foam 
across  the  sur face  o f  the  f i re  caus ing  i t  to  be  smothered

Solid combustibles: Aim the  hose  a t  the  base  o f  the  f i re ,  mov ing  across  the  a rea  o f  the  f i re 

-

-

4 .  Squeeze the  lever  s low ly  to  beg in  d ischarg ing  the  ex t ingu isher,  as  the  f i re  s ta r ts  to  d im in ish  care fu l l y  move c loser  to  i t 
5 .  Ensure  a l l  the  f i re  has  been ex t ingu ished,  the  foam crea tes  a  b lanke t  over  the  f i re  and  he lps  to  p revent  re - ign i t ion 

How to use AFFF Foam Fire Ext inguishers

Fig .  1 F ig .  2 F ig .  3 
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1 .  Be fo re  a t tempt ing  to  f igh t  a  f i re  w i th  a  f i re  ex t ingu isher  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  check  tha t  i t  i s  fu l l y  charged and tha t  the 
sa fe ty  p in  i s  no t  ben t

2 .  Ensure  you  remain  a  sa fe  d is tance  f rom the  f i re  and  remove the  sa fe ty  p in  th is  w i l l  b reak  the  tamper  sea l
3 .  Do Not  ho ld  the  horn  as  i t  becomes ex t remely  co ld  dur ing  use  and can  lead  to  severe  f ros t  burns . 
4 .  A iming  the  ex t ingu isher :

Flammable l iquids: Aim the  horn  a t  the  base  o f  the  f i re  and  move across  the  a rea

Electrical equipment: Swi tch  o f f  the  power  ( i f  sa fe  to  do  so)  and  then  d i rec t  the  hose  s t ra igh t  a t  the  f i re

5 .  Squeeze the  lever  s low ly  to  beg in  d ischarg ing  the  ex t ingu isher,  as  the  f i re  s ta r ts  to  d im in ish  care fu l l y  move c loser  to  i t
6 .  Ensure  a l l  the  f i re  has  been ex t ingu ished as  re - ign i t ion  i s  poss ib le  when a  CO2 ex t ingu isher  has  been used 

How to use CO2 Fire Ext inguishers

1.  Be fore  a t tempt ing  to  f igh t  a  f i re  w i th  a  f i re  ex t ingu isher  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  check  tha t  i t  i s  fu l l y  charged and tha t  the 
sa fe ty  p in  i s  no t  ben t  (F ig .  2 )

2 .  Turn  o f f  the  hea t  source  i f  i t  i s  sa fe  to  do  so
3 .  Ensure  you  remain  a  sa fe  d is tance  f rom the  f i re  and  remove the  sa fe ty  p in  (F ig .3 )  th is  w i l l  b reak  the  tamper  sea l
4 .  Ho ld  the  lance  a t  a rm’s  leng th ,  we l l  above  the  f i re  w i th  i t s  nozz le  a t  leas t  1  met re  away f rom the  f i re .
5 .  Squeeze the  lever  s low ly  to  beg in  d ischarg ing  the  ex t ingu isher
6 .  App ly  the  f ine  spray  in  s low c i rcu la r  movements ,  th is  a l lows  the  wet  chemica l  agent  to  fa l l  gen t l y  on to  the  sur face  o f  the 

f i re  and  he lps  to  p revent  ho t  o i l s  sp lash ing  on  to  the  user.
7 .  D ischarge  the  en t i re  con ten ts  o f  the  ex t ingu isher  to  ensure  tha t  a l l  o f  the  f i re  has  been ex t ingu ished,  the  wet  chemica l 

fo rmu la  he lps  to  p revent  re - ign i t ion

How to use Wet Chemical  F i re Ext inguishers

1.  Turn  o f f  the  hea t  source  i f  i t  i s  sa fe  to  do  so  (Do no t  a t tempt  to  move the  pan)
2 .  Pu l l  the  tapes  to  re lease  the  b lanke t  f rom i t s  con ta iner
3 .  Ho ld  the  b lanke t  in  a  sh ie ld  pos i t ion  and  i f  poss ib le  wrap  the  b lanke t  a round your  hands  fo r  p ro tec t ion
4 .  P lace  the  b lanke t  gen t l y  over  the  pan /con ta iner  to  smother  the  f i re
5 .  Leave the  pan to  coo l  comple te ly  –  do  no t  a t tempt  to  uncover  un t i l  i t  i s  comple te ly  coo l

How to use Fire Blankets

-

-

F i re  b lanke ts  can  a lso  be  used on  f i res  invo lv ing  persona l  c lo th ing ,  s imp ly  wrap  the  b lanke t  t igh t l y  a round the  f i re  to 
smother. 

F ig .  1 F ig .  2 F ig .  3 
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